THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

Albany, and describes him as ' servant unto the French king'.
If he returns to Scotland, then he,

v.To QUEEN MARGARET

[July 21, 1524.]

with the help and advice of the French king, to whom nothing
is in greater abomination than the proximity of blood being
between us and our said dearest nephew, will by all ways to him
possible study and compass the total extermination and destruc-
tion of the same our nephew, and to assure himself unto the
crown of that realm, as we have as well by letters intercepted as
by divers other credible ways be advertised that he intendeth to
do. ... And for our part, like as hitherto to our no small
travail, charges and expenses, we have earnestly and effectually
put our hands, by making war to those that have adhered to the
Duke of Albany, for the preservation of our said nephew, which
if we had not done the same our nephew should not have failed
to have been in extreme danger. . . .

Howbeit, dearest sister, this matter being of so great weight,
moment and importance, and whereupon dependeth the life of
our said nephew, and percase of you also, is not for any per-
suasions to be deferred for four or five days, ne for one day or
hour, but incontinently and without delay or tract of time in
avoiding manifold dangers and inconveniences, is to be amplected,,
embraced, and the conduct thereof undelayedly taken and used,.
all sinister compasses, delays and colourable persuasions that may
be made to the contrary notwithstanding. . . .

We have in great diligence depeched our entirely well
beloved cousin and counsellor the Duke of Norfolk unto our
Borders foreanent that realm, as our lieutenant, not only to give
unto you and our said dearest nephew his best counsel and advice
for performance of the premises, but also if need be and upon
your requisition to raise up our power for the repressing of all
.such as would intend to impeach the same, which assistance ye
shall not lack, both of men and money, as need shall require.1...

Over this, dearest sister, as touching the mean and way for
.  * He actually sent two hundred men as a bodyguard for the young